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Dear reader,

Cover photo:
Children’s home in Tallarevu, India

I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me should stay in 

darkness. John 12:46

Now the darker season begins here in Northern Europe. But we do not know what total dark-

ness is; it never gets completely dark here. In areas without electricity, however, it gets pitch 

black. When Jesus spoke these words back then, people also knew this absolute darkness. And 

then he said: “I am the light for the world.”

When a person believes in Jesus, it is like someone turning on a light in their life. In this light he 

recognizes God’s love and mercy, finds hope, peace and joy. That is our mission, our task and 

that is what we work for: That many people come “into the light”. That you will come to believe 

in Jesus so that you will experience God’s transforming love and that hope will dispel the dark-

ness in your life.

In this issue, we share how children at risk receive care through the projects we support - and 

how their lives change for the better because people carry this Light within and pass it on. You 

can help with your prayers and donations!

We wish you a blessed and bright Advent season,

Christoph Haus
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Children’s homes in India

not just places to survive, but a home
Nava Nirikshana means “New Hope” - what a name for a children’s home! It’s really true here: the 
name says it all. Our Indian partner, the Abundant Life Ministerial Association, founded this children’s 
home in Chittatoor for neglected children with social and physical problems. The home is a place of 
security that protects them from forced labor and enables them to go to school. The children are ac-
cepted regardless of caste or belief.

Rufus Kamalakar reports: “The In-
dian government and the living 
situation in India, causes new and 
logistical challenges in our children 
homes every day. We thank God for 
his protection. All of our staff ded-
icate themselves to the children 
wholeheartedly, full of love and with 
God’s power. So our children’s home 
is not just a place to survive. It is a 
home. The love and encouragement 
that the orphans experience moti-
vates them to perform well in ed-
ucation, sports and the arts. Many 
of them are among the best in their 
class. But it is even more important 
that the children get to know and 
accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 
It is important that children expe-
rience this in their developmental 
years. Although most of the children 
here come from predominant Hindu 
culture and history, more than 80 
percent profess Christ as their only 
God and Saviour.”

Recently, a successful businessman 
visited the children’s home and was 
moved by how this place makes a 
difference in children’s lives. His visit 
was a great encouragement to the 

children. At the same time, the chil-
dren’s home is always a testimony of 
how God’s transforming love brings 
hope.

EBM International supports 14 chil-
dren’s homes in India. It is always 
about the individuals that experi-
ence a great positive turnaround!

Before Kimmi * was accepted into 
the Compassion children’s home at 
age 8 along with her siblings, they 
lived in very poor conditions in one 
of the remote villages in Manipur. 
Because of their poverty, they had 
never attended school. Kimmi and 
her siblings have completely trans-
formed in the children’s home. They 
were very happy to go to school 
every day and they are quick learn-
ers. Kimmi enjoys attending the 
Baptist Church Sunday School and 
hearing about God’s love.

Charu came to the children’s home 
in Bangarupalyam when she was 
7 years old. Her father died of HIV 
and her mother was treated in hos-
pital. The girl was in poor men-
tal and physical condition but she 

developed splendidly in the chil-
dren’s home: Charu is healthy, hard-
working and smart. Now she is the 
first generation in her family to com-
plete higher education. She is about 
to graduate as a nurse. Her dream 
has become possible. Charu is very 
happy with her studies; she is hope-
ful about the future and says to all 
supporters: “Thank you!”

The children look forward to lessons

Today, Kimmi is a happy girl

gardening also has to be learned
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Children’s homes in India

not just places to survive, but a home
In addition to the children’s homes, 
we support other projects including 
preschools and children’s feeding 
projects.

Banjaras live in remote villages in 
remote tribal areas. Their language 
is unique and has no script. They 
are hardworking people who mainly 
work in the countryside. They take 
their small children with them to 
work in the fields. In the Bless pre-
school groups, these children are 
lovingly cared for. They learn disci-
pline, hygiene and how to interact 
well with one another. The children 
also learn the alphabet, numbers 
and rhymes. This will prepare them 
for a successful start to school. The 
children are given lunch and vitamin 
supplements in preschool to boost 
their immunity. Medical examina-
tions are organized regularly - an ex-
traordinary offer in this region!

The milk and egg projects save lives 
and takes care of basic needs. Esha 
is a 24 year old blind woman with 
two sons, 6 and 4 years old. Her 
husband left her alone with the chil-
dren. He also took the children’s 
ration cards with him. When Esha’s 
parents died, she only got a little 
help from her neighbours. The milk 
and egg project is a great blessing 
for her family. They are very happy 
to have regular food. This is also 

how they got in contact with the 
Baptist church and the children now 
like to go to the Sunday school.
Haleen works in the fields for a daily 
wage. She married very young and 
gave birth to a baby boy. After a 
few months, her husband passed 
away and shortly afterwards she re-
married - with this man she now 
has two daughters. A few months 
ago, her husband was badly burned 
while drunk and handling fire. Now 
he is bedridden and can no longer 
work. The whole burden of the fam-
ily rests on Haleen’s shoulders. They 
do not have a place of their own 

and therefore lived under shady 
trees. The Baptist congregation of-
fered them accommodation in the 
community hall. Haleen prays to Je-
sus that he will lift her up, give her 
strength and that she can draw hope 
again. She is happy that her children 
are in the milk and egg project and 
no longer have to go hungry. They 
attend Sunday School regularly and 
are happy about the change in their 
lives.

Children are seen Rufus with his family

The blind Esha in the Milk and Egg 
program * all names changed

cHILDrEn At rIsK
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Children are the focus of many projects in Latin America

offering a future
We love children! It is heartbreaking when they grow up in precarious circumstances and have to suffer poverty, 
hunger and homelessness. EBM INTERNATIONAL helps children at risk in more than 50 projects across Latin 
America, India, Africa and Europe. With around 1 million euros annually, we support children’s homes, social 
centers, preschool and school projects as well as children’s meal programs. This is only possible because many 

people support us with their donations and prayers!

Many children live on the street be-
cause their parents work or are over-

whelmed with the problems of 
their own lives. These children 
grow up with no prospects for the 
future. The social centers are a 
haven for many such children and 

adolescents. Their families also 
get help and support. Many are 

disadvantaged from the start. 
When you start school, it be-

comes clear how great the 
deficits were in the first 

years of life. Their lives 
seem predetermined 

and they threaten to 
slip into the same 
poverty trap as 
their parents at 
an early age. The 

pEpE preschool pro-
jects break this vicious 

circle: they are preschool pro-
grams that churches offer for 
these otherwise desperate 
children.

The children’s homes are 
usually the only and last 
chance for children to be 
protected from child la-
bor and avoid living on the 
street. The most common 
reasons why children are 
neglected, and parents are 
unable to care for them are 
family or social grievances. 
Parents are entangled in var-
ious addictions due to hope-
lessness. Others are threat-
ened with exploitation and 
forced labor due to poverty or 
simply are unable to care for 

the children. There are many 
reasons why children come to a 

children’s home. Very few of them 

are actually orphans.

Micaela * is one of them. At the age of 13, the girl came 
to the children’s home in Alem (Argentina) full of fear 
and sadness. The first nights were very long and she 
made plans to escape. But she gradually felt comfort-
able in her family group, which accompanied her with 
great love and patience. Today she feels safe in her 
home family. She said with a smile: “How good is God, 
who loves me, even though I make mistakes!” She prays 
that God will give her a good opportunity for adoption.

The Baptist church in Miraflores, Impenetrable – Argen-
tina started a pEpE preschool project to do something 
about the misery of many children in the slums. To do 
this, they redesigned a classroom for 15 preschoolers. 
When they opened the application, 50 kids showed up! 
The need was simply too great - so they started working 
double shifts with a capacity for 30 children. Pastor Rob-
erto Gil and his wife listen to the needs of the children 
as they should experience God’s love in their lives. The 
families of the children are also supported as much as 
possible.

Three times a week, 19 children (divided into 2 groups) 
come regularly to the new pEpE preschool project in 
Vida nueva, north of El Alto, Bolivia. The lessons are 
taught holistically by trained teachers and robustly de-
signed in order to strengthen the physical and cogni-
tive abilities of the children. There was a special day 
when all the children were allowed to take their grand-
parents with them to the PEPE. They played and en-
joyed a good meal together. Little Lucas (autistic) and 
his brother Franco, who has Down syndrome, are two of 

Children’s home in alem – children 
experience love and acceptance

Many children want a preschool

cHILDrEn At rIsK
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these children who are well integrated into the program. 
Their mother is very happy that her children are loved, 
looked after and encouraged at PEPE!

We keep receiving reports from the social centers in Ijuí 
and cotia, Brazil that tell of the hope that transforms 
lives. Tomás is 15 years old today. He’s a happy boy who 
goes to secondary school and in his free time, spends a 
lot of time in the athletics club. “I recently spoke to my 
mother about my childhood in the social center, which 
went far too quickly. I got there when I was 7 years old. 
It was the best decision ever made for my life. I thank 
everyone who has invested in my life, advised me and 
taught me things that I could never have imagined. I got 
to know the Bible and God’s principles that carry me in 
my life today. Without the team, I would not have come 
to where I am now. Thank you to all who invested into 
my life, believing and trusting in my potential; you are 
people who motivate me to keep going.”

Camila, 9, came to the social center for the first time this 
year. She was a sad child, always tense and withdrawn. 
Her parents had a lot of problems and no work. They 

had nothing more to eat at home. People from the so-
cial center brought food baskets and clothes and took 
care of the distraught mother. After a few weeks, the 
family’s life has changed significantly as a result of the 
care. Camila smiles again and her mother has regained 
hope.

Children are accepted as they are

Camila can smile again

THANK YOU from parents 

for the work in the social center:

“THANK YOU to EBM INTERNATIONAL, 

all donors, and everyone who works for us !!!”

“Many many thanks! God bless everyone in 

the social center! “

“May God bless you all who contribute to the 

work in the social center! You are the light of 

hope in our life! “

* all names changed

Proud grandparents in the PEPE preschool
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The Henrique Liebich children’s home - now managed as a social center - has been home to countless boys and 
girls since 1976. Here they are well looked after, lovingly cared for and encouraged. The children and young peo-
ple find protection here from violence, the consequences of addictions and crime. They hear and experience that 
God cares about them and that he loves them. Diego also experienced this transforming love of God in the chil-
dren’s home. Today he is the head of the social center and youth pastor of the Esperança Baptist Church.

When Diego came to the children’s home, he was just 
nine months old. He had spent most of his short life in 
the hospital because he had tuberculosis. His desper-
ate grandmother took Diego to the children’s home 
because no one else could take care of him. The brave 
boy felt lovingly cared for in the home. He especially 
enjoyed the services and Bible studies. With God, he 

found courage and strength for his life direction. At the 
age of 13 he returned to his mother because the living 
conditions of his family had improved.

“I came into a completely different world than the one 
in which I had previously lived,” recalls Diego. “Even 
so, I did not forget what I learned from the Bible. When 
I turned 20, I moved to Porto Alegre (about 400 km 
from Ijuí) to study and work. But I wasn’t there long. Af-
ter about three years I came back to Ijuí to be with my 
mother, who had gotten sick. “

Diego feels the call of God to serve him as a pastor. He 
goes to the theological seminary in Ijuí and works in the 
children’s home where he grew up. Here he can pass on 
God’s love to children and young people who are grow-
ing up like he did. In 2016, the committed young man 
completed his Bible study and two years later took over 
the management of the social center. In the same year 
he was also ordained as the youth pastor of the Esper-
ança Baptist Congregation. “I really enjoy investing in 
children and young people. Because I have also seen 
how people at the children’s home and from churches 
invested in me and thus contributed to a real change in 

my life, ”says Diego. “I am deeply grateful to God be-
cause he holds my life in his hand and directs everything 
in a wonderful way that I could never have planned 
myself!”
Diego and his staff care for around 100 children and 
young people. He himself can understand their life situ-
ation well. The boys and girls notice this and have taken 

it to their hearts. Whether playing football together, 
studying or eating together, the 33-year-old is right in 
the midst of it and passes on God’s transforming love.
“Although I was in the children home and therefore 
lived separately from my mother, I can now say that I 
had the best childhood that anyone could wish for,” 
says Diego. This is exactly what he would like to con-
vey to “his” children in the social center: they have 
people who care for them and a God who loves them 
unconditionally.

Michael Fischbeck
Fundraising speaker

How an orphan became the head of the social center:

God’s way with Diego

Diego then ... graduated from theological seminary ... and now
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We support children and young people at risk in ap-
proximately 50 projects across India, Africa and Latin 
America. The social center in Ijuí, Brazil is just one of 
them.

In all projects, girls and boys experience love, care 
and security. Some projects give the children a home 
or provide valuable education. This takes place in the 
schools of our partners, in the children’s homes and 

social centers in the various countries and in other pro-
jects such as the PEPE preschools or childcare in families 
from Baptist congregations in the MANNA projects.

In India, for example, 14 children’s homes offer children 
a caring home, the affection of a new family and hope in 
the Christian faith. In the social center in Macia (Mozam-
bique), kids, especially those with disabilities, receive 
support. They feel that they are loved and accepted.

cover the monthly costs of providing a child in the social center 
in Ijuí with a warm meal every day.

110 euros enable the Macia social center in Mozambique to 
support a child well at school for a month and to ensure their 
nutrition.

230 euros  finances EBM INTERNATIONAL’s weekly share in 
providing 60 children at the children’s home in Chittatoor (India) 
security and a home.

32 
EUROS

110 
EUROS

230 
EUROS

Donate as part of the Christmas cam-

paign to your church or directly to 

EBM INTERNATIONAL:

Spar- und Kreditbank EFG, Bad Homburg

IBAN: DE69 5009 2100 0000 0468 68

BIC: GENODE51BH2

Purpose of use:  

p10500 christmas Donations 2021

On our website you can donate quickly 

and securely online, for example by 

credit card, PayPal or instant transfer: 

www.ebm-international.org/spenden

Thank you for your gifts and your 

prayers!

together with you, we would like to meet the needs of children 
at risk worldwide. Give hope, education and a home to girls and 
boys through your prayer and your christmas donations:

good education for boys and girls in 
schools in Equatorial guinea

The children’s homes in india offer the 
protection and security of a new home

in the PEPE projects, the young partici-
pants are lovingly cared for

christmas donation

God transforms the lives  
of children in need

You can also see more of 
Diego’s story on our YouTube 
channel:  
www.youtube.com/
ebminternational

cHILDrEn At rIsK
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I will not  
turn away anyone  
who comes to me.
Campaign theme 2022

John 6:37 

TraNsform

LIves
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Mozambique, social center in Macia

Hope despite limitations
Our Spanish missionary, Sara Marcos, works in the social center in Macia. More than half of the children have 
physical limitations. In Africa this often means stigmatizing the families affected. But here at the social center they 
are welcome and treated with respect. In the PEPE preschool project, children get the chance of a good and fair 
start to school. Despite the pandemic, more than 50 school children are being looked after outside of school 
hours. A team from the social center regularly visits the families of the children.

Hope! A whole container with re-
lief supplies from Europe arrived in 
Macia a few weeks ago. Most of the 
items are intended for children with 
limited mobility. Hard to imagine 
what that means for the recipient! 
The 40 or so wheelchairs and sev-
eral pairs of walking aids and canes 
will enable the children to go to 
school more independently, to go 
for walks in the neighborhood, to 
go to the hospital if necessary and, 
above all, to be able to play with 
other children. These materials are 
key to helping children with physical 
disabilities to be less isolated from 
society. “We thank everyone who 
contributed to the arrival of this 
container!” writes sara.

Some structural changes are cur-
rently being made in the center. A 
wall is being built around the social 
center so that children with devel-
opmental disorders cannot leave the 
premises unnoticed. This wall should 
also protect against break-ins. Solar 
lamps with motion detectors were 
also installed for this purpose.

There has always been a long wait-
ing list for children with multiple 
disabilities or children who are oth-
erwise at risk, to be included in the 
project. For a long time, no new 
children could come due to the pan-
demic. Last year the center had to 
be closed to almost all children for 
quite a while. During this time, the 
situation has worsened for many 
people - they are once again liv-
ing in isolation in their houses, with 
poor food and hygiene conditions, 
and they do not go to school. Be-
cause of these challenges, addi-
tional efforts had to be made to 
improve the children’s situation at 
home. Many families are now visited 
at home, they receive psychosocial 
support and an emergency package 
with basic food or hygiene items 
every week. The staff and new vol-
unteers have been trained to carry 
out these outreach activities.

Sara reports that it is increasingly 
common for children to be aban-
doned because their families cannot 
or do not want to care for them. Of-
ten the little ones don’t even know 
their name, can’t speak yet, and no-
body knows who they are. In order 
to be able to give these children a 
home, they want to set up a recep-
tion center in Macia. For this, the 
staff have already applied for the re-
quired recognition from the author-
ities. The team prays that this new 
branch of work can be started as 
soon as possible so that these chil-
dren can also have a dignified life.

According to reports from Sara 
Marcos

Corona pandemic has increased hardshipMany children need love

Mobility means participation

cHILDrEn At rIsK
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A Baptist Union is reorganizing itself

Impressions from sierra Leone
In September, Christoph Haus went to Sierra Leone, which was his first intercontinental  
business trip since the corona pandemic started. After years of civil war, Ebola, a devastating 
landslide, fire disasters and the corona pandemic, it is impressive to see how our brothers 
and sisters in Sierra Leone do not let themselves be discouraged. The Secretary General  
returned with many impressions. 

The Baptist Convention of Sierra Leone (BCSL) is unique 
among the 30 member churches of EBM INTERNA-
TIONAL. They operate 65 denominational schools and 
are therefore known in many places. In order to have 
higher quality of teaching than the state schools, there 
is significant investment in the training and further edu-
cation of teachers.

The headquarters of the church in Lunsar fell victim to 
the civil war (1991 to 2002). The rebels had occupied it 
as a regional headquarters. All buildings there, includ-
ing the eye clinic, were destroyed in the fighting. Since 
then, most of it has been rebuilt with the support of the 
congregations, friends and a lot of their own work. The 
last thing to be built is an office building for the church 
leadership.

The eye clinic has been open again and has regularly 
performed operations for many years. Here in West 
Africa, many people are affected by viral diseases of 
the eyes which, if left untreated, lead to blindness. 
EBM INTERNATIONAL ensures that free treatments 
can be carried out. A training center for the blind is 
funded in order to facilitate their independence. How-
ever, they need more skilled workers. While EBM 

INTERNATIONAL is financ-
ing specialist training ons-
ite, we are also looking for 
someone with appropriate 
training who will work in the 
clinic for four years.
Another job announcement 

from EBM INTERNATIONAL, concerns the theologi-
cal training in Sierra Leone. Together with three other 
churches, the BCSL runs the “Evangelical College for 
Theology” in Jui, where students can obtain a bach-
elor’s or master’s degree. In addition, the BCSL offers 
training with minimal conditions at the Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary. EBM INTERNATIONAL will send a person 
out in 2022 to participate in this theological training. Lo-
cal churches should have well-trained pastors whose fo-
cus is evangelism and church planting.

BCSL will celebrate its 50th anniversary in three years. 
Then they want to move back to their old headquarters 
and they would like to be the first African member of 
EBM INTERNATIONAL to invite the Mission Council (an-
nual members’ meeting) to Africa. We can pray for their 
work. And donate. And we can be inspired by their ex-
ample of being a socially relevant and a growing com-
munity with few financial resources.

Based on a report by Christoph Haus

BCSL President Joseph Fornah 
with building materials and a 
drawing of the new BCSL 
headquarters

Women and men are trained in Jui

great demand for eye surgeryMemories of the Civil War

cHurcH DEVELopmEnt
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It’s not about programs, it’s about relationships

training work on the Balaka farm
“We have been living together on the farm for over three years now. I have seen many young adults who have 
thrived and have found out what God is doing in their lives,” Karin Schwarz enthusiastically writes about the 
2020/2021 training year. In the training work on the farm, it is a core issue that people renew their relationship 
with God, with themselves, with others and also with nature. As beloved creatures of God, they experience how 
God transforms their lives in the long term.

More than 20 young people have 
now completed a one year course 
on the farm in Balaka in southern 
Malawi. This is the most intensive 
training program available on the 
training farm. For 12 months, they 
share life together in order to learn 
important skills in the field of sus-
tainable agriculture in the middle of 
everyday life. In addition, practical 
knowledge about the cultivation and 
use of medicinal herbs is imparted. 
One of the leaders writes: “During 
this time we observed how change 
is happening in the hearts of young 
people: they gain peace and hope 
for themselves, take care of each 
other and learn to shape and pre-
serve creation in a positive way.” 
After their stay, the participants put 

what they have learned into practice 
in their families and villages. They 
pass on their knowledge to others 
and are supported by their trainers 
through regular visits in their every-
day life.

In addition to this one-year school of 
life, the team on the farm offers var-
ious workshops lasting several days. 
For this reason, new seminar rooms, 
accommodation and sanitary facili-
ties have been gradually built over 
the past few years. The workshops 
on offer range from sustainable ag-
riculture to healthy eating and na-
turopathic topics. Several hundred 
people are trained throughout the 
year - on the farm or directly in their 
villages. Many of the participants 

come from Baptist churches in the 
area with whom the team on the 
farm is well connected. Others have 
heard of the good work being done 
in Balaka and organize decentral-
ized seminars, for example for their 
sports teams or village churches.

The work of Karin and the entire 
team is so valuable that the wife of 
the President of Malawi, Ms. Chak-
wera, invited Karin to visit and share 
about the work in Balaka first hand. 

Based on a report by Karin Schwarz

Visit to the first lady Children play on the farm Production of oils

Young people come from the villages to learn Homemade soap made from moringa

cApAcIty BuILDInG
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News from the Central African Republic

Invest in education
For many years the Central African Republic has been one of the poorest countries in the world. 
According to the Human Development Index (HDI), the country is currently in second last place 
globally. Niger being in last place. The HDI is a complex and very meaningful quotient in which the 
factors life expectancy, literacy rate and school attendance, as well as people’s purchasing power, 
are included. As EBM INTERNATIONAL we are convinced that education has a significant influ-
ence on positive development and therefore invest heavily with our partners in the area of capacity 
building in the Central African Republic.

The promotion of women is of par-
ticular importance: “Maison Dorcas” 
is a training center in Bangui, where 
young women are trained in house-
keeping and tailoring. Fundamental 
Economics and the development of 
social and spiritual skills are also en-
couraged here. In addition to the al-
most 100 women who are doing an 
apprenticeship in Bangui, another 
35 women are being taught in an-
other branch in Sibut, approx. 180 
km north. This year, with the help of 
EBM INTERNATIONAL, nine new in-
dustrial sewing machines were pur-
chased for the women in Sibut.

EBM INTERNATIONAL continues 
to support theological training with 
almost 20,000 euros annually. The 
largest training facility is in Bangui. 
The Maison Dorcas is also located 
on the premises and many other 

church events take place there. 
Six new pastors were ordained for 
church service in August and EBM 
INTERNATIONAL was expressly 
thanked for promoting pastor train-
ing in the country.

There are also financial grants for 
various training programs, especially 
for working with women. In August, 
two large women’s conferences with 
a total of 1,300 participants took 
place in Bangui. The General Sec-
retary of the Baptist Union UFEB, 
Pierre Maliyombo, writes: “The pur-
pose of the conferences is to enable 

women to have fellowship with one 
another, to network and to be sup-
ported not only spiritually but also 
economically. Women are the driv-
ing forces in our churches. ”The wife 
of President Faustin Touadéra was 
particularly welcomed with honor at 
the conference. The head of state is 
a member of a Baptist church.

According to a report by Pierre 
Maliyombo

DonAtE
A conventional sewing machine 

for the Maison Dorcas project 

costs around 150 euros. We 

would be happy if you support 

this work with your donation. 

project: 56551

Women are the pillars of many churches The Secretary general hands over the 
new sewing machines

Diverse training work

Joy in Sibut from new sewing machines

cApAcIty BuILDInG
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Transforming LIVES

campaign theme for 2022
Sharing God’s transforming love so that people live in hope.

We have been meticulously working on our vision 
through our annual campaigns since 2018. SHARE 
(2019), Live Hope (2020) and God Transforms (2021) 
were the key words that have accompanied us through 
the years. And with “Transforming LIVES” we will now 
look in the coming year to see what conse-
quences the encounter with God’s love 
will bring to our life and work.

Wherever we as human beings are 
on the move with God, it is often 
formative and revolutionary. We’re 
not the same anymore. We treat 
ourselves, others and our environ-
ment differently. It is a different and 
new way of life. Practicing a new attitude, 
acting differently, dealing consciously and in a 
different way with challenges is so important in our soci-
ety today. As Christians, we can courageously approach 
one another, seek solutions and compromises and at 
the same time take decisive action against any form of 
discrimination, exclusion or obstruction of people. We 
can fight for a just world, work for climate protection 
and shake hands with our counterparts - because Je-
sus’ message of reconciliation sets us free. That really 
changes everything.
And no: we as a mission do not lose ourselves in ac-
tionism or let our actions first be guided by social issues 

- we act from the deepest conviction and experience of 
our faith, our living relationship with Jesus Christ.

“I will not turn away anyone who comes to me,” says 
Jesus in John’s Gospel, Chapter 6, Verse 7. That 

is the verse for 2022. And that has al-
ready transformed many people. That 

makes us live differently. Because 
Jesus welcomes everyone, we as 
a mission organisation, invite you 
to do just that. Experience for 
yourself that the encounter with 

the living God renews your life 
and your actions from the ground 

up.

Matthias Dichristin

In addition to the prayer booklet, prayer calendars 
are again available in many congregations. Both can 
also be ordered free of charge at  
promotion@ebm-international.org



17   |   EBM Magazin 3/2021

When delivery delays become a blessing

Donated masks
“It is important to me to bring people closer to God’s love by doing something good for them. A friendly word, 
listening, financial support or even giving away masks,” says Rolf Schneider from the Baptist congregation in Zill-
hausen. Thanks to him, EBM INTERNATIONAL was able to bring a total of 36,000 medical masks to Sierra Leone, 
Malawi, Mozambique and Cameroon. And our partners in Brazil, Argentina, Peru and Cuba are also expecting 
deliveries.

Rolf has been part of, and actively involved in, the Bap-
tist church in Zillhausen for a long time. EBM INTERNA-
TIONAL regularly organizes mission services there be-
cause the congregation and many of the members of 
the mission are closely connected. During a visit, Rolf 
spoke to Matthias Dichristin and talked about masks: 
“As the head of my agency “Eigenart” with Andreas 
Wagner as marketing specialist and Stefan Folberth as 
board member of the Federal Association of Geriatric 
Specialized Practices, we acted quickly. I have a long 
friendship with Andreas and Stefan. We ordered a lot of 
masks and were able to meet the high demand in the 
elderly sector early on. But later our warehouses were 
still full because deliveries came too late and there was 
no longer a great demand.”

And ultimately, things worked out: It was clear that there 
was a great need for masks in many countries across the 
Global South. When trips abroad were possible again, 
it was very easy to take several thousand masks with 
people to Malawi, Cameroon and Sierra Leone. Smaller 
packages of 2,000 to 4,000 masks were sent cheaply 
with DHL. A total of 20,000 masks could be brought by 
freight to southern Africa, where there is was a massive 
need at a hospital of the Baptist Convention of Malawi, 
and at the Macia social center in Mozambique.

“We didn’t hesitate for a second to give away the masks 
when they are so urgently needed elsewhere. Even if 
we were left with the costs. Though it took a while, the 
masks are where they should be, “says Rolf and adds:” 
It’s good that Andreas and Stefan saw it that way too.”

DonAtE
If you like, you can cover the transport 

costs for a package of 3,000 masks and 

donate 60 euros to EBM INTERNA-

TIONAL without being earmarked for a 

specific purpose. project no. 10000

Pastoren freuen sich über Masken für ihre gemeinden Rolf meint: Schenken macht 
Freude

Susi geyermann hat die Masken auf den Weg gebracht
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Volunteer Program with EBM INTERNATIONAL

It starts again!
After an involuntary break in the SERVE volunteer program due to the corona pandemic, new 
departures are planned for summer 2022. Anyone who is interested should find out more at 
www.ebm-international.org/de/serve/freiwilligendienst and fill out the application questionnaire. 
It is important to have a good dose of flexibility to the application process as the pandemic sit-
uation is still developing differently in the countries and therefore locations / projects can still 
change. Furthermore, new opportunities can arise as other partners of EBM INTERNATIONAL 
are interested in volunteers.

What reasons and motivations have to be considered 
on the journey to a project abroad?
•	It offers the chance to get to know other countries / 

people / cultures in their everyday life. Not as a tour-
ist, but as a guest, as a person and as a friend.

•	Experience special moments in a unique place. Learn 
peace and self-confidence, and experience how God 
blesses service to others.

•	Expand your own horizons with curiosity. Dive into a 
new world with culinary delights and find out what 
chicken feet taste like.

•	Getting to know the everyday life of people who are 
often first seen as poor. But are they really poor? What 
is their wealth and what can they give? In what ways 
can I grow? 

•	How do I deal with frustration and rejection? How 
does the experience affect me when I am to partici-
pate in a completely different way than I had planned?

•	How can I share what I have? What am I really good at 
and how do I make a difference?

We know that God provides unique encounters through 
a volunteer year. Often these are deep friendships and 
personal insights that shape and change many deci-
sions throughout life.

Going abroad has almost become a trend. But we also 
understand that it is not right for everyone. It has to fit 
so we try to connect people in different countries and 
send them on a journey together. It will be more dif-
ficult for “wise guys” and impatient people than for 
those who can calmly accept situations and who do not 
immediately “know better”. It’s about learning and see-
ing different perspectives. Many come back after a year 
and have grown through experiences and challenges. 
It’s a brave step that we are happy to support.

Most of our locations can be financially supported to a 
large extent by the weltwärts program of the Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
(BMZ). Conditions for a volunteer year sponsored by 
weltwärts can be found here:
www.weltwaerts.de/de/voraussetzungen- 
freiwillige.html

in the “norberto Haase” children’s home in alem, argentina, the children live in a safe and beautiful environment. They need a 
lot of love and understanding as some behaviour has become deeply engrained from years of neglect and abuse before they 
came to the home. in the children’s home they go to school regularly, can act like children again and receive individual support 
where possible. We are looking for volunteers who are there for the children, play with them and help out on the home grounds 
and in the house families. You will need to know some Spanish if you want to work in alem.
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On the Balaka farm, Malawi you can support the team in training people. Young Malawians are trained in farm work, especially 
with an ecological approach. The young adults come from the surrounding villages to learn new skills in the project and then use 
them in their families and home villages. We are looking for volunteers who already have some experience or a strong interest in 
sustainable, ecological agricultural work and who can fit in well with a simple lifestyle and a small community.

in Uppada, india there is the option for volunteers to support the children’s home of Jesus Loves Ministries. Children get a better 
start in their life here. in this outreach, hope and faith are important, because the children’s living conditions are often character-
ized by neglect and unequal opportunities. We are looking for volunteers for this project who can easily adapt to the local work 
and lifestyle, who are quick to to lend a hand, can be creative with the children and encourage them. You need a lot of patience 
because the children hardly speak any English.

DonAtE
With a donation to project 10800 you 

can support the volunteer program fi-

nancially and support young people in 

their development.

School class in india Pithapuram Hospital Mais porridge – favorite food in Malawi
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UNSER TEAM AUF DER GANZEN WELT

Kerstin van 
Leeuwen
Leiterin Finanzen

Gabriele 
Neubauer
Buchhaltung

Susanne 
Geyermann
Assistenz

Michael Fischbeck
Fundraising

Kathy Gareis
Freiwilligendienste

Carlos Waldow
Regionalrepräsentant 
für Lateinamerika

Susanne Schutz
Assistenz

Fletcher Kaiya
Regionalrepräsentant 
für das Südliche Afrika

Judson Pothuraju
Regionalrepräsentant 
für Indien

Magloire Kadjio
Regionalrepräsentant 
für das Zentrale Afrika 
und Sierra Leone

Matthias Dichristin
Teamleiter Promotion 
und Fundraising

Daniel & Ana 
Isabel González
Berater für Gemeinde-
gründung | Kuba

Yosvany & Anabel 
Padrón
Koordination und La 
Perla in Havanna | Kuba

Vladimir & Oviana 
Valladares
Jesus del Monte in 
Havanna | Kuba

Rolando & Milena 
García
Zaldo in Havanna | 
Kuba

Sergio & Regina 
Gomes
Abel Santamaría in 
Havanna | Kuba

Yeranis & Beatriz 
Concepción Valdéz
Jugendinsel | Kuba

Juan & Ana Iris 
Sanches
Bahia Honda | Kuba

Marcos & Alicia 
Rivero
Schulung für Gemein-
degründer | Ostkuba

Sorangel & Maritza 
Dias Claro
Las Tunas | Ostkuba

Rafael & Yoandris 
Morgado
Camaguey | Ostkuba

Karell & Raquel 
Lescaille
Außenmission | Kuba

Ernesto & Sandra 
Leyva-Cabrera
Jugendinsel | Kuba

Vasantha Rao & 
Samuel Sagar
CREAM in Tallarevu | Indien

Ide & Osiris 
Giménez
Las Tunas | Ostkuba

Samarpana & 
Prasanna Kumar
„Jesus Loves Ministries“ in Uppada | 
Indien

Pravin Pathre
Emmanuel Baptistengemeinde in Mumbai | Indien

Sara Marcos Velert
Sozialzentrum in 
Macia | Mosambik

Sara Chavane
Sozialzentrum in 
Macia | Mosambik

Sérgio Feliciano 
Mundlhovo
Sozialzentrum in 
Macia | Mosambik

Ambrosio & 
Margarita Nguere
Grundschule in Evina-
yong | Äquatorialguinea

Valentín Kuku 
Pasioalo
Schule in Malabo | 
Äquatorialguinea

Marta Nombela
Grundschule in Evina-
yong | Äquatorialguinea

Laércio & Juliana 
Rogge
Mission unter den 
Pommernstämmigen | 
Brasilien

José Luis Merino
Schulen | Äquatorial-
guinea

João & Lucia 
Marques
Mission unter den 
Pommernstämmigen | 
Brasilien

Adrián Campero
Koordination & 
Ketschua-Baptisten-
Bibelseminar | Peru

Claiton & 
Marivete Kunz
Theologisches Seminar 
in Ijuí | Brasilien

Modesto & 
Lourdes Puñal
Yanaoca | Peru

Valério & Sandra 
Kurth
Mission unter den 
Pommernstämmigen | 
Brasilien

Alfredo & 
Elizabeth Franco
Curahuasi | Peru

Hugo & Carlota 
Mondoñedo
Jimbe | Peru

Patricia Canessa 
Lescano
Sekretariat & Finanzen | 
Peru

Zenobio Choque
Yotala | Bolivien

Anacleto Quiroga
Sucre | Bolivien

Pedro & Noemí 
Boretsky
Patagonien | 
Argentinien

Lito & Haydeé 
Valverde
Patagonien | 
Argentinien

Oscar & Alicia 
Kunigk
El Soberbio | 
Argentinien

Horacio & Patricia 
Miquetán
Irigoyen | Argentinien

Roberto & Miriam 
Gil
El Impenetrable | 
Argentinien

Karin Schwarz
Landwirtschaftstraining 
auf der Balaka-Farm | 
Malawi

Loïs & Nathan 
Minard
Technisches Zentrum in 
Garoua | Kamerun

Lambert Betché
Technisches Zentrum in 
Maroua | Kamerun

Cathérine Kolyang
Mädchenschule Saare 
Tabitha in Maroua | 
Kamerun

Jonathan Woulkam
Landwirtschaftliche Pro-
jekte in Nordkamerun

Roland Godom
Technisches Zentrum in 
Garoua | Kamerun

Joseph Jinnah 
Kampbell
Koordination der Schu-
len | Sierra Leone

Harry Luhanga (l.), Paul Namfuko (2.r.), 
Julius Damson (r.)
Gemeindegründung | Malawi

Mitarbeitende
Baptistisches Theologisches Seminar in Lilongwe | 
Malawi

Samuel Kortu 
Kamara
Jugendarbeit in Free-
town | Sierra Leone

Saïtté Faki-Issene
Direktor Theologisches 
Seminar Bangui | Zent-
ralafrikanische Republik

Legrand Mondo
EBM-Sekretariat in Douala | Kamerun

Anne Moussa
Direktorin Maison Dor-
cas | Zentralafrikanische 
Republik

Alicia & Samuel 
Veloná
Kinderheim in Alem | 
Argentinien

Miriam & Daniel 
Pizzi
Sozialzentrum in Men-
doza | Argentinien

Alberto & Natalia 
Gimenez
Sozialzentrum in Men-
doza | Argentinien

Graciela & Wilfrido 
Zabel
PEPE-Projekte in Alem | 
Argentinien

Abiniel Macaia
Kinderheim in Porto | 
Portugal

Jaime & Elisabeth 
Choque
PEPE-Projekt in El 
Alto & Koordination | 
Bolivien

Johann Vollbracht
Theologische 
Ausbildung | Südafrika

Aguilko Galdima 
Jean-Claude
Bibelschule Mokong | 
Kamerun

Pierre Nsecke
Theologisches Seminar 
in Ndiki | Kamerun

Anil & Shanti 
Benjamin
Medizinisches Zentrum 
in Gotlam | Indien

Amruth Lal
Christliches Medi-
zinisches Zenrum in 
Pithapuram | Indien

William Bhatti & Santhosh Mathangi
CMC-Krankenhaus in Ludhiana | Indien

Helen Nirmala Rao
Christliches Kran-
kenhaus in Serango | 
Indien

Esther Anandakshi
Direktorin des CBM 
Bethel Krankenhauses 
in Vuyyuru | Indien

Mitarbeitende
Baptistische Klinik in Senga Bay | Malawi

Mitarbeitende
Augenklinik Lunsar | Sierra Leone

Simone & Luis 
Henrique Almeida
Sozialzentrum in 
Diadema | Brasilien

Gilson & Claudice 
da Silva
Sozialzentrum in 
Diadema | Brasilien

Edith & Manfredo 
Landenberger
Sozialzentrum in Cotia | 
Brasilien

Leandro & Leila 
Correa
Sozialzentrum in Ijuí | 
Brasilien

Silvia & Marcelo da 
Costa
CAIS-Gehörlosen-
projekt in Ijuí | Brasilien

Sônia & Dionson 
Reinke
PEPE-Projekte | 
Brasilien

Ertan & Marlene 
Cevik
Leitender Missionar in 
Izmir | Türkei

Sükrü & Petrina 
Boyacioglu
Adana | Türkei

Abdulla Ergüven
Istanbul | Türkei

Ornu & Marina 
Kocabay
Menemen/Türkei

Sarah 
Bosniakowski & 
Elie Wouleo Kazla
Medizinische Arbeit in 
Garoua | Kamerun

Isaac Betche
Apotheke Mokong 
med. Werk | Nord-
kamerun

Rufus & Grace 
Kamalakar
ALMA in Nellore | 
Indien

Kim & Vumthang 
Sitlhou
Kinderheim in Manipur | 
Indien

Zephaniah Israel
BLESS in 
Secundarabad | Indien

Sree Latha
Aids-Waisenheim in 
Bangarupalyam | Indien

David & 
Subhadavid Sudhir
Frauenförderung in 
Kakinada | Indien

Grenna Kaiya
Teamleiterin Projekte 
und Programme

Christoph Haus
Generalsekretär

Tony Yeguri
Ländliches Sozialent-
wicklungsprojekt | 
Indien

Jesus Christus spricht: Wer zu mir kommt, den werde ich nicht abweisen.
 Johannes-Evangelium 6,37
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